ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0040 HLC DATE: November 15, 2010
PC DATE: February 22, 2011

APPLICANT: Raul Aguallo Hernandez, owner
HISTORIC NAME: Paulson-Sing House

WATERSHED: Lady Bird Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1705 Willow Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff cannot provide a positive
recommendation regarding the proposed zoning change from family residence —
neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family residence — Historic Landmark —
neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning because the test for “historic”
designation is not met: the house has its significance with associations with the Sing
family only from 1982 to the present.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

The ca. 1930 Paulson-Sing House is a fairly common type of frame bungalow, which was
owned and occupied by Axel Paulson, a Swedish-born cabinetmaker for the Calcasieu
Lumber Company, and his wife, Esther, from around 1930 until their deaths. After a short
period of the house being a rental unit, it was purchased by Margaret Sing in the 1980s.
She was the daughter of Joe Sing (Hong Lee), who operated a Chinese laundry in Austin
until his death in 1927, and which was later carried on by his widow, Frances for another
20-some odd years. Staff does not believe that the house has the requisite architectural or
historical significance for individual designation as a historic landmark, and therefore
cannot offer a positive recommendation for designation. This opinion, however, has
absolutely no reflection on the importance of the Sing family to the history and culture of
Austin, and to Asian-American or Latin American significance in the cultural makeup of
the city, but only with the fact that the Sing family has owned this house only in the last 25
years, which is not within the historic period for consideration. Staff is well cognizant of
the prejudices which prevented the Sing family from owning property in Austin during the
early- and mid-twentieth century and the great stride that Margaret Sing made in the
purchase of this house in the 1980s, but the Sing family lived for over 40 years (1940s —
1980s) in a house which still stands at 603 Medina Street in East Austin, and which staff
believes has a greater context in the history of the family and the cultural history of the
city.

The house recently received a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission
regarding the Sing family. The text of the marker is attached.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from family residence-neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family
residence-historic landmark-neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning
based upon the architecture and historical associations of the house. Vote: 6-0 (Myers
absent).



PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from
family residence-neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family residence-
historic landmark-neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning. Vote: 80
(Reddy off-dais).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984) and is not listed in the East Austin Survey (1978).

CITY COUNCIIL, DATE: March 10, 2011 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Association.

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

One-story rectangular-plan front-gabled frame bungalow with 1:1 fenestration and a full-
width inset porch; round-arched doorway.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1930; Clement C. McCullough, a carpenter who was living at 2103 E.
2m Street, is listed as the owner on applications for water and sewer service dating from 1930.
He does not appear in city directories to have lived in the house. The house was built on the
site of an earlier house which is shown on the 1922 Sanborn map; the current house is shown
on the 1935 map.

The first known occupants of the house were Noel R. Neal, a machinist, and his wife Pearl, who
rented the house in 1930-31. By 1932, Axel S. Paulson and his wife Esther had moved into the
house. The 1930 U.S. Census shows Axel and Esther Paulson living at 2409 E. 1st Street, a
house they rented. He was then 40 years old and had been born in Sweden. He is listed as a
cabinet maker for a sash and door factory. Esther Paulson was then 33 years old and had been
born in Texas to Swedish-born parents. They had two children: Elmer, 13, and Gladys, 8. City
directories show that Axel Paulson was working as a cabinetmaker for the Van C. Kelly
Lumber Company, and later for Calcasieu Lumber Company. Axel and Esther Paulson owned
and lived in this house until they passed away; he died in 1961; she died in 1980. After
Esther’s death, the house became a rental unit for a short period of time, then was purchased
by Margaret Sing.

Margaret Sing was the daughter of Joe Sing (Hong Lee), who had emigrated from his native
China to the United States, and opened a Chinese laundry in Austin, after having lived in
Boston and New Orleans. Around the turn of the 20t century, Sing had his laundry in the
Bosche Building at 804 Congress Avenue; this building was a laundry building operated by
Philip Bosche, who had established the first steam laundry west of the Mississippi (the
building is a designated historic landmark). Sing then located his laundry at 113 E. 8t Street.
The 1900 Sanborn map of downtown Austin shows a one-story building that was likely an older
house given its wing-and-gable and front porch configuration, noted as a Chinese laundry. It is
unclear whether Joe Sing had his laundry in this building in 1900; he does not appear in the
Austin city directories before 1903-04, although there was a Hong Wah who operated a Chinese
laundry at 806 Congress Avenue listed in the 1900-01 directory.

Joe Sing married Francisca Moreno in Austin, and together they raised their family, operating
a laundry and living on the laundry premises for many years. They moved from E. 8% Street to
E. 10t Street in the early 1920s, then to 311 W. 5tk Street by 1927. Unfortunately, at the W.



5th Street location, tragedy struck when Joe Sing was hit by a car at 5t and Lavaca Streets.
The driver was never apprehended, and Joe died of his injuries at the end of November, 1927.
Frances took over the laundry business, remaining at 311 W. 5th Street until the early 1930s,
when she moved to 207 E. 7t Street. She continued to operate the laundry business, and
several of her children joined in the family enterprise. By the early 1940s, however, it appears
that the family laundry had folded, so to speak. Frances does not list an occupation in city
directories after 1939, and Margaret, the daughter who later purchased this house on Willow
Street, was employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company. At the same time
that they discontinued their family laundry business, the Sings moved to a house at 603
Medina Street in East Austin, where they lived until the early 1980s. The family faced
continued prejudice from their racial backgrounds, and were never able to purchase real estate
on their own, until Margaret, in her retirement, purchased this Willow Street house. Her
brother Joe, who had gone to work as a tool manufacturer, and his wife Mauricia, moved into
this house with Margaret in the mid-1980s. Joe Sing, Jr. passed away in 1984; Margaret Sing
passed away in 2007. The Willow Street house is now owned by Margaret’s nephew, Raul
Hernandez.

PARCEL NO.: 02020708030000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block 4, Qutlot 36, Division O, Riverside Addition, minus
the northeast 6.46 triangle.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $1,147 (owner-occupied; no participation from
AISD or ACC); city portion: $574.

APPRAISED VALUE: $181,198.

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:
Raul Aguallo Hernandez
1705 Willow Street
Austin, Texas 78702

DATE BUILT: ca. 1930

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Non-historic metal porch railings and posts; the metal
railings and posts were on the house when Margaret Sing purchased the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Axel and Esther Paulson

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: The house has recently (October, 2010) received
a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission relating to the Sing family, who
purchased the house in the mid-1980s. The story of the current owner discovering a virtual
treasure trove of historical items dating from this grandfather, Joe Sing, and the lives of
Asian-Americans in Austin was the subject of a recent feature in the Austin American-
Statesman.
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1705 Willow Street

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1705 Willow Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2010

2005

1997

1992

1985-86

1981

1978

1975

Margaret Sing
No occupation listed

Margaret Sing
No occupation listed

Margaret Sing
Retired

Joe M. Sing, renter

Retired

Also listed are Joe J. Sing, employed by the University of Texas; Margaret Sing,
retired; and Monica Sing, retired.

Jesse and Eva G. Arzola, renters

Carpet layer

NOTE: The directory indicates that Jesse and Eva Arzola were new residents at
this address.

Esther M. Paulson, owner
No occupation listed

Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed



1972

1969

1964

1960

1957

1953

1949

1947

1944-45

1942

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Millman, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Millman, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker (no place of employment listed)

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker (no place of employment listed)

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Millman, Calcasieu Lumber Company
Also listed is Gladys Paulson, no occupation stated.

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners

Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Also listed are Elmer A. Paulson, a helper at Calcasieu Lumber Company, and
Gladys Paulson, a student.

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners

Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Also listed is Elmer Paulson, a woodworker at the East Avenue Mill, 401 East
Avenue.

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Mechanic, Van C. Kelly Lumber Company, 2200 E. 6* Street.

Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners

Carpenter (no place of employment listed)

Also listed are Noel R. and Pearl Neal, renters; Noel R. Neal had no occupation
listed.

Vacant

Noel R. and Pearl Neal are listed at this address; he was a machinist.



Obituary of Axel S. Paulson
Austin American, July 19, 1961

PAULSON, Mrs. Estber Marie, 28, 1705 Willow, died
Saturday. Services 1 p.m. Monday, Weed-Corley Fu-

neral Home. Burial, Capital Memorial Park. Survivors:
daughter, Mrs. Raymond (Gladys) Riggs of Austin;
three grandchildren. _
Funeral notice for Esther Paulson
Austin American-Statesman, January 20, 1980




- Man Is Seriously Injured
By ‘Hit-and-Run’ Driver
husnidl :

Bong Lee. 85 owner of the only’
Chirepe laundry 'n the city. was se-
riov.sly but not fatally inur=d.late
last n:gkt whe  r5a down by a “his-
and-run” driver at Fifth and Lavaca
streeta

He was taken to the City hospital
fn & Cook ambulance. Polire were
making ap {nvest:gatica {n an ef-
91t to apprehend the driver of the '
car. ]

News story of the hit-and-run accident involving Hong Lee (Joe Sing)

Austin American, November 29, 1927
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Notice of the funeral of JEFSing
Austin American
December 1, 1927




MRS. FRANOES M. SING y
Mrs. Frances Moreno Sing, 603

pital Saturdtly. She was born and
reared in Travis County and was
ammhndmmummﬂmww
-{lupe Catholic Church. Survivors
are four danghters, DMiss Mar-
garet Sing, Mrs. Frances Hueal-| ,
h.M&FWmHTﬂUQWEﬂ
of Austin, and Mrs. Ruby Ruiz of
 Del_Valle: _three sons, Joe.Sing|
Emﬁnmﬂmmmtmmm@mr
and-Jesse Laguna of San Diego,
r,|Calif.; a brdther, Jolm Salazar of
L |Waco: 8 grandchildren and 11
F| great-grandchildren.

1" Rosary will be recited Tuesday
>lat 8:30 p.m. at the (hogmﬂaerz;l
Home. Requiem mass of-
L1 fered Wednesday at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church with
 Rev. Antonio Gonzales, OMI, of-
tfictating., ‘Burial will be in Oak-
wood Cemetery under the direc-
y: |tion of the Cook Funeral Home.
"I Ppalibearers will be Edward G.
n-{Villegas, Edward M. Villegas,
Charles Halsell, Joe G. Villegas,
Maruel _Villegag Jr,. and John
Mmmmanmmwmmtmek-
ceased.
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Obituary of Frances Sing (widow of Joe Sing — Hong Lee)
Austin Statesman, December 31, 1962



Obituary of Joe Sing, Jr.
Austin American-Statesman
March 9, 1984

NQOTE: Utility permits indicate that the house was built in 1930. There was an earlier house on
this site, shown on the 1922 Sanborn map (below); but it appears that the current house was
built in 1930 by Clement C. McCullough, a carpenter who lived at 2103 E. 2™ Street, and that
the first occupant of the house was Noel R. and Pearl Neal, followed by Axel S. and Esther
Pauison, who lived here until their deaths.
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The 1922 Sanborn map shows the earlier house at 1705 Willow Street.
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the current house at 1705 Willow Street.
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Permit fdr water service tﬁ Clement C. McCullough (1930)




Application for Sewer Connection. Ne %45 i

al Austin, Texas, %3" mQ..'

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,
s City of Austin, Texas.
19

I hereby make application for sewer con:recmn and instrucrions un premises

owned hy. . =t Ml £ ¢ Sod Ak S ...
At 708 Y 1 ltaes— Y
o 1
!th'h place in (o be [T PO s S b PN
‘ In t"i?plau there ase to be tnatadled.. .. . .‘,- - e o n fixturer.
L-! 1 agree to pay the City Sewer "'."

Respectfully

Locatdon of Public Sewer_

Swk Qur .. ..
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Size of Service .. _.‘E_m__.-m., ‘ i
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Sewer service permit to Clement C. McCullough (1930)

SING FAMILY HISTORY

The 1903-04 Austin city directory shows the Hong Lee Chinese Laundry located at 804
Congress Avenue, the building formerly the home of the Bosche Laundry, which was the first
steam laundry west of the Mississippi River, and a designated city historic landmark. Hong Lee
(or Joe Sing) does not appear in the 1900-01 city directory, but there is a Hong Wah Chinese
Laundry at 806 Congress Avenue in that directory. Hong Lee does not appear in the 1905 city
directory, but from 1906 through 1922, he is listed either as Hong Lee or Joe Sing, as the
proprietor of a laundry at 113 E. 8" Street. City directories prior to 1918 do not list the spouse
of the householder, but Frances Moreno Sing is listed in the 1918 directory and thenceforth.
The Sings lived at 113 E. 8" Street, which was listed in the 1905 city directory as the home of
Tom Kenney, an African-American cook. The Sanborn map of 1900 shows what appears to
have been a one-story wing-and-gable plan house with a front porch, and which is noted as a
“Chinese laundry” but it is not clear the connection between Hong Lee and Tom Kenney, and
whether this business was operated by Hong Lee or someone else.
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The 1900 Sanborn m.a\p shows the Chinese laundry at 113 E. 8™ Street, the address of Hong Lee in city
directories from 1906 through 1922,

The 1922 city directory is the first to list Joe Sing — prior directories had shown him as Hong
Lee. The 1922 city directory is also the first to note that the name of his business was the Hong
Lee Laundry.

By 1924, Joe and Frances Sing, as weli as the Hong Lee Laundry had moved to 404 E. 10"
Street, where they remained only for a few years. The 1927 city directory shows the Hong Lee
Laundry at 311 W. 5" Street, where Joe Sing is listed as Hong Lee with his wife Frances. Their
son Joe lived at 1011 W. 5" Street and worked as a waiter at the Joe Lung Café. Daughter
Mary lived at 400 Colorado Street and worked at the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning
Company.

Joe Sing was hit by an unknown driver in November, 1927 and died of his injuries. He was
known well enough in Austin to make the newspaper and his funeral notice was a news story
rather than the family-submitted obituaries common of the day. Frances Sing continued the
laundry business at 311 W. 5" Street, where she continued to live. Joe Jr. was listed in the
1929 city directory as a laundryman for his mother; Maggie and Ruby Sing also lived at 311 W.
5™ Street but had no occupations listed in the directory of 1929. By the time of the publication of
the 1930-31 city directory, Joe, Jr., Margaret, and Ruby were all working for their mother at the
laundry on W. 5" Street. Frances Sing maintained the laundry business on W. 5 Street until
around 1934; the 1935 city directory shows her living at 207 E. 7" Street, and she has no
occupation listed in the directory. The directories of 1937 and 1939 show Frances, Joe, Jr.,
Margaret, and Ruby at 207 E. 7" Street, but only Frances is listed with an occupation of having
a laundry. In the early 1940s, the family moved to 603 Medina Street, a house which still
stands, but they had gotten out of the family laundry business. Frances had no occupation
listed in the directories of the early 1940s, Joe. Jr. was working at the Joe Lung Café, and
Margaret worked for the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company as a folder. Ruby Sing had
no occupation listed.
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The house at 603 Medina Street, whefe the Sing %arﬁily Iived from the earl 1940 through the
early 1980s

The Sing family maintained their residence at 603 Medina Street from the early 1940s through
the early 1980s. Margaret continued her job at the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company
for many years, then went to work for the Home Steam Laundry. Joe. Jr. was a machine
operator at Hall Level and Manufacturing Company, a tool manufacturer located in the 1100
block of E. 4" Street. He married Mauricia in the early 1950s, and continued to live with his
mother and sister Margaret in the house on Medina Street. Frances Sing passed away in 1962;
Joe, Jr. with his wife Mauricia, and sister Margaret continued fo live on Medina Street until the
early 1980s. Joe, Jr. passed away in 1984, but is still shown in the 1985-86 city directory as
living in the house at 1705 Willow Street with his sister Margaret. Margaret Sing continued to
live in the Willow Street house until her death in 2007.



_ Goe Sing (So Frung Sheng) was one of the first Chinese Immigrants
= 10 settle In AQustin In the late 1800s and the Sing Framily Papers Is the
earfiest archive about Qustin’s Asian qnerican cltigens acquired by the
Austin History Center: and,
MWhereas,
M. Sing opened Hong Jee Jaundry at 311 West 5 St, providing
laundry service to Austinites and many State Jegistators; and,
Whereas,
Margaret Sing. second daughrer of Joe Sing, worked at Hong Jec
TJaundry and bought a family home at 1705 Willow Street: and.
WWhereas,
&IRe home provides a phiysical link to the familys (hinese history and has
been avvarded a fJexas Historical Marker which Is being dedlcated today:
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The Sing Family

1. Context

According to The New Handbook of Texas, “[tlhe Chinese were the first of the
Asian immigrants to come to Texas.”"' Also according to research done on early Asian
residents in Austin at the Austin History Center, Mr, Joe Sing was one of the first
Chinese men to settic in Austin, Texas, He was a pioneering Asian to set roots in Austin,
Texas by establishing a laundry business. He came from China to financially support his
family due to massive levels of poverty in that country, in hopes of providing better a
quality of life for his family. Joe Sing married Frances Moreno who played a key role in
establishing Hong Lee Laundry .

Mrs. Frances Moreno Sing, wife of Joe Sing, stated that at times other Chinese
men would come ask for loans from him because during the 18007s, it was difficult for
minoritics to ask for loans from financial institutions duc 1o the discrimination against
minorities. He had a ledger to show such transactions being made at that time.} Mr.
$ing’s financial support to his fellow community allowed for business growth in the
Austin community. Th;: Chinese families in Austin established restaurants, grocery
stores, and laundres. Mr. Sing's willingness to support his community and fellow
neighbors was an important contribution to Travis County on two counts: 1) Building
community networks within themselves to sustain financial stability and 2} He invested
his time and resources to assist his community to contribute to the economic growth of

Travis County.



IL. Overview

Joe Sing, previously known as, Jo Fung Sheng, was born in China in 1860 and
came to the United States around 1890 to find work. His name was “Americanized” to
sound more familiar to western cars, thus, Jo Fung Sheng became Joe Sing.

Joe Sing first came through Boston then New Orleans and eventually settled in
Austin. He opened Hong Lee Laundry on 311 W. 5% Street. His business provided
laundry service to many State Legislators and Austinites.? After settling in Austin, Sing
married Francis Moreno, a Mexican American woman, who was employed as a cook for

? Because of the law back then,

the first female Governor of Texas Ma Ferguson.
Moreno unjustly lost her U.S. citizenship for marrying a Chinese man.

. The couple had four children, Senovia, Joe Jr., Rumaida, and Margaret. Sing’s
family knew him as a quiet man who never talked about his life in China even though he
corresponded with his family in China during his time in Austin. Joe Sing died in 1927,
at the age of 67 in a hit-and-run car accident.

Margarct Sing, sccond daughter of Joe Sing worked at Hong Lee Laundry,
helping her dad as much as she could as a child. Eventually she got a job working at
Homc Steam Laundry. She never married because she had to take care of her mother.
She resided in her home on 1705 Willow until her death in 2006, Having faced
discrimination, Joe Sing and his wife were never able to own property and were subjected
to renting all their lives. Because of this Margaret took great pride in becoming the first
homcowner in the Sing family and especially as a single woman.” This house was built

by Axel Paulson, a carpenter at Calcasieu Lumber Company in 1930° and shows many

unique characteristics of homes by this builder such as long leaf yellow pine lumber used



for flooring. This company helped many familics afford homes by providing low-interest
loans through low monthly installment plans.’

Following Margaret’s death, her family found a box of items in her home that
belonged to Joc Sing. They donated the items to the Austin History Center and the
collection became The Sing Family Papers, the first and oldest Asian American archive
acquired under the Asian American Liaison program. This collection includes valuable
rescarch materials about early Asian Americans in Austin, including family photographs,
a certificate of residence and correspondences with other Chinese in America. This

collection is one of the few primary sources on early Asians in Austin,

I11. Historical/Cultural Significance:

The Sing family has always heid onto the Chinese culture that was passed down
through oral history, documents and pictures. This was typically done at the family homne
on a Sunday aflernoon or afier dinner. 1705 Willow 1s the only family structure that is
left physically to connect the family to Chinese heritage. This home is also a link to the
history of carly Chinese in Austin. Becausc this history is under documented, it is vitally
important to preserve the structure and help uncover the history of Asian Americans in

Austin,

VI Documentation:

! Tyler, Ron., editor. The New Handbook of Texas. Austin, 1996, p.86

2 Mary Frances Aguallo. November 23, 2009 Ihgital recording. Austin History Center,
Austin Public Library, Austin, Texas.



? Sing Family Papers (AR2008.002), Austin History Center, Austin Public Library,
Austin, Texas,

4 Morrison & Fourmy’s Austin (Texas) City Directory 1930-31

3 Centennial Report. Calcasieu Lumber Co. 1883-1983. Austin File - Lumberyards -
Calcasieu L3610 (1) 1960=1969. Austin Ilistory Center, Austin Public Library, Austin,
Texas.

Jo Fung Sheng was born in China in 1860 and came to the United States around 1890 to
find work. His namc was “Americanized” to sound more familiar to western cars, thus,

Jo Fung Sheng became Joc Sing.

Joe Sing first came through Boston then New Orleans and eventually settled in Austin.
He opened Hong Lee Laundry on 311 W. 5 Street. His business provided laundry
service to many State Legislators and Austinites. After settling in Austin, Sing married
Francis Moreno, a Mexican American woman. Because of the law back then, Moreno
unjustly lost her U.S. citizenship for marrying a Chinese man.

The couple had four children, Senovia, loe Jr., Rumalda, and Margaret. Sing’s family
knew him as a quiet man who never talked about his life in China even though he
corresponded with liis family in China during his time in Austin, Joe Sing died in 1927,
at the age of 67 in a hit-and-run car accident.

Margaret Sing worked at Hong Lee Laundry, helping her dad as much as she could as a
child. Eventually she got a job working at Home Steam Laundry. She never married
because she had to take care of her mother. She resided in her home on 1705 Willow

until her death in 2006.

Following Margaret Sing’s death, her family found a box of items in her home that
belonged to Joe Sing, They donated the items to the Austin History Center and the
collection became The Sing Family Collection, the first and oldest Asian American
archive acquired under the Asian American Liaison program. This collection includes
valuable research materials about early Asian Americans in Austin,



THE SING FAMILY IN AUSTIN

BORN IN CHINA AS JO FUNG SHENG IN 1860, JOE SING IMMIGRATED TO THE U.S. AROUND 1890 TO
FINANRCIALLY SUPPORT HI5 FAMILY. HE SETTLED IN AUSTIN, BECOMING ONE OF THE FIRST CHINESE
IMMIGRANTS IN THE CITY. SING OPENED HONG LEE LAUNDRY ON 311 W. STH STREET, WHICH HE RAN
ALONG WITH HIS WIFE, FRANCIS {MORENO}, A MEXICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN WHO LOST HER U.S.
CITIZENSHIP FOR MARRYING A CHINESE MAN. JOE SING SUPPORTED THE AUSTIN CHINESE COMMUNITY
BY PROVIDING LOANS FOR OTHER CHINESE MEN, WHO FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO PROCURE FUNDS
OTHERWISE BECAUSE OF DISCRIMINATION. JOE AND FRANCIS HAD FOUR CHILDREN, INCLUDING
MARGARET, WHO BOUGHT THIS PROPERTY, BECOMING THE FIRST HOMEOWNER IN THE FAMILY.,

{2010)

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS



Cultirat Cmter is a speclal celebration of the Asian American famlﬂes
who settled our (Clty and paved the way for future generations; and,
Whereas,

We are pleased to join in acknowledging five families who played a
significant role In 4ustin’s history - the famifles of Joe Sing, Foe Jung.
Fred Wong, Harry Ng and Puke G3u; and,

Whereas,

Ohe archives of the flrst 4slan 4mericans in Austin, gathered and pre~
served In the Austin History Center, will become precious treasures for
[future generations and vafualle materials for historians and researchers:

Now, (Fherefore,
d, WUl Wymn, Mayor of the (lty of Austin, GJexas,

do hereby proclaim
April 24, 2009

as
A &ea Reception Honoring Austin Chinese American History
and (Chinese Deputy Consul General Shou Ping

In Austin, e,

1 witness whereof, 9 have heveunto : 3 F A 25
5ot my hand and caused the seol of the (ity
of Austin to be affixed this 227 PDay

of April i the Yeur Fovo Fiousarnd Nine

AT Wi, % Ciry of Awusi




Austin History Center

listen {0 s family'sisiory.

Fast Austin Stories
Documentary Screening

13 Stories, including the Sing Famity! What: FREE Short Film Screening
The short documentaries of East Austin Stories a2 when:  May 13, 2010

the result of coliaboralions betwean East Austinites Where:

and student filmmakers al the University of Texas, At # Our Lady of Guadalupe Church

J3

the end of each semester, we hold free screenings to 1206 E. 9th S1. &
a public audience, where the storytellers, neighbors Kenny Dorham's Backyard
and the film students get a chance to hear and enyoy 1106 E. 111th 5t

each other's stories, Previous storias can be foundd Time: Guadalupe: 7pm

online at wwyy EastAustinStories.og Kenny Dorham’s: 9pm
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Chinese
Dies of - Injuries.

a— i —

Joe Bing, 67, owner of the Hobg
Lee, only Chiness Iaundry in Aus-
tin, died Wednesday morning about
3:15 o'clock at the city boopital z»
result of injories received whem bhe
.was struck downm SuasdayWhight by
ap auwtomobile whose driver sped on
without stopring to offer ald

Sing, known as Hoag lee to his
Aunstin patrons, was Enocked un-
conscious-and died of concussion of
the brain.

2 - o &
Here 4 Yeara

For pearly 40 years he had com-
ducte? a lagndry business here Mo
was born in China and came here
after brief periovds of regidence n
Boston and New Orleans

Surviving are his widow, one sob,
Joe Sing Jr. and three daughters:

Funeral services will he conduct-
ed Thursday afternoon 8t 3 oclock
from the home. 311 West Fifth
street Burial will dbe conducted in
Oakwood cemetery by C. B. Cook.

Retarians to Hear
Musical Prodigies!

The McRae Sisters of Waen. musi-
‘c-lp:od!cmsoCWm whe are xt-
! temding St Mary's academy. will be
! introduced to the Botary club mext

i

|
l
!

Issaance of Auto Licer
Will Begin We

]
issuance of 1928 highway Heemses. Use
will hegin in Tiavis county Dec. 7,' cars
one weeh from teday, County Tax :g““'
Collector L R. Willlams said Wed-! 51"

will b

Deniday. { sue, tl

Marking the eciose of November: nated

business, registrations for 1927 Wed- tively.

reached & total of 15193, . Toom %

Mr. Wilktikms said that headlight; Tras

test certificates. which must be! senger

presenmied to Secure the 1528 number
pintes, mast Be duted within

montly of the date of application for

licennen,

PAVING CHECK

-

pany. The street paving bad heen
ordered prisr to Johoson's purchase| Rigl
fmmpemmnntenﬁtbdtochmm
the land s a homestead After
Johnson's purchase the pavierg was: 257
The court heid the Hen| SEPres
invalhd agminst Johnson. agpTees
the ca
bl TLE SbEaase ingy th



i 3 Jarred Henderson AMERIAN STATESMAN
Mary Frances Agu}illo shows a family photo of her grandmother, Francisca Maoreno
Sing, who married Chinese immigrant Joe Sing, with her children. With Aguallo are
daughters Anna, left, and Terry, who in 2007 discovered a box of artifacts shedding
tight on their family’s cuitural history.

Roots in the attic
Forgetten box reveals clues about Chinese

mmigrant's life more than a century ago

i AMFRICAN-STATESMAN STAFE

| They could write chapters in history books about
| PN in Aot aroind e dawn of the 20 centary,
' and his lay-down-the-law wife, Francisce, who helped
i him. 8ing eclipsed one barrier after another — poverty,

¢ a strange laiid and language, discriminatory laws — to
¢ succeed a3 a businessman,

i husband and father. @
¥ ButSing apparently also statesman.com
" wasamodestman,andhis  Watch a video of Joe
i b gritty story went withhim . Sing's descendants
FAMILY PAPSS pp his grave In 1927 Thereit  with this story online.
LR would have stayed B
MBNNHISTORY CEVTER a9 his descendants not wcmm“m
Joe 5ing lived in Austin  digcovered a box 80 years
in the earty 20th century  after his death.

and started a laundry
business on Congress
Avenue wltp his wife,
Francisce Moreno Sing,
who'cooked for Gov. Ma
Ferguson.

“A magic box,” Terry Agusallo, Joe and Francisca's
great-granddaughter, eays with hints of wonder and
gratitude.

The story of Joe Sing and Franclsca Moreno Sing is
the subject of & flurry of attention — a new atate his-

See ROOTS, AG
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ROOTS: Box stirs memories,
interest in Chinese culture

continued from A7

a blurb in the newspaper. It
sald that the Austin History
Center was collecting Asian
hisiory and was seeking do-
jons. Mary Frances turned
over the Sing family papers.
as they are now known at the
center. The papers are a gem
. the oldest and the bigrest
of tha Aslan collection and
among the rares! of their kind
in the country, Chung says.

With the boxcame d wator-
shed rudiscovery of roots. "Ii’8
enlightened us to grow more
pagsionate ahout the history
and to want to jearn more
about the Chinese culture,”
Anna sdys.

Family members ponder
part of them came from
Joe and Francisea. * A strong
work ethic,” says Mary Fran-
ces, who still works organiz-
ing bus toursto New York and
other cities. "1 don't believe in
reriyement,” she declares.

Finding the box wiped the
cobwebs off faded memories.
When Chung explained that
Francisca lost her citizen-
ship for marrying her hus-
hand, Mary Frances recalled

grandmother sobbed
upon learning that bit of news
when she applied for retire-
ment bensfits, Her daughters
said she had never shared the
story before.

Raul did the research that
ied to the siate historical
marker, which will go up in
Octoher dedication ceremo-
nies ai Margaret Sing's old
house, where he now lives.
He vows not to mess with
its character. That would be
a disservice to history and
io his Aunt Margaret. “How
ynany ethnic women working
in a loundry could buy ahome
by themsgetves?" he marvels,
Recently Raul pought Chinese
vases and bookends to place in
the living room with the Vir-
gens, Nexi, he wants to apply
for & national historical des-
ignation, and he wants to visit
China one day.

when she pulled history
from a box in 2007, 2 wave of
regret fell over Terry, who
wished shehad tried harder to
jearn about her great~grand-
father before. But now, she
says, "With all of this, Jt's like
11 kmow who you are.'"
lcasﬁlla@stnuesman.l:um: 445.3635




5th Street location, tragedy struck when Joe Sing was hit by a car at 5% and Lavaca Streets.
The driver was never apprehended, and Joe died of his injuries at the end of November, 1927.
Frances took over the laundry business, remaining at 311 W. 5t Street until the early 1930s,
when she moved to 207 E. 7th Street. She continued to operate the laundry business, and
several of her children joined in the family enterprise. By the early 1940s, however, it appears
that the family laundry had folded, so to speak. Frances does not list an occupation in city
directories after 1939, and Margaret, the daughter who later purchased this house on Willow
Street, was employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company. At the same time
that they discontinued their family laundry business, the Sings moved to a house at 603
Medina Street in East Austin, where they lived until the early 1980s. The family faced
continued prejudice from their racial backgrounds, and were never able to purchase real estate
on their own, until Margaret, in her retirement, purchased this Willow Street house. Her
brother Joe, who had gone to work as a tool manufacturer, and his wife Mauricia, moved into
this house with Margaret in the mid-1980s. Joe Sing, Jr. passed away in 1984; Margaret Sing
passed away in 2007. The Willow Street house is now owned by Margaret’s nephew, Raul
Hernandez.

PARCEL NO.: 02020708030000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block 4, Outlot 36, Division O, Riverside Addition, minus
_ the northeast 6.46 triangle.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $1,147 (owner-occupied; no participation from
AISD or ACC); city portion: $574.

APPRAISED VALUE: $181,198.

PRESENT USE: Residence
CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:
Raul Aguallo Hernandez
17056 Willow Street
Austin, Texas 78702

DATE BUILT: ca. 1930

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Non-historic metal porch railings and posts; the metal
railings and posts were on the house when Margaret Sing purchased the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Axel and Esther Paulson

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: The house has recently (October, 2010) received
a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission relating to the Sing family, who
purchased the house in the mid-1980s. The story of the current owner discovering a virtual
treasure trove of historical items dating from his grandfather, Joe Sing, and the lives of
Asian-Americans in Austin was the subject of a recent feature in the Austin American-
Statesman.



